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STEVE CLARK

A native Kansan, Steve Clark is a business school graduate of Wichita State University. He is 
Chairman of Clark Investment Group, a real estate development and investment company based in 
Wichita, Kansas.

In 1960, at age eighteen, Clark became the youngest licensed real estate salesperson in Kansas 
and has since been active in real estate development and investments. He has worked as an 
appraiser, licensed general contractor, property manager, consultant, and developer of office, 
hospitality, retail, multifamily, industrial and self-storage properties. Notable development projects 
include Team Ranch, a 600-acre master planned community in Fort Worth, Texas, and the 
Waterfront, a 185-acre mixed-use project in Wichita, Kansas. He built over 2,000 apartment units 
and has managed over 3,000 homes and multifamily units. His development portfolio includes over 
7,000,000 square feet and 57,000 rental units. Although much of its focus is real estate, Clark 
Investment Group has over 150 operating entities, including ethanol production facilities, express 
car washes, bank holding companies, and other operating businesses in 23 states.

In the mid 1970s, Clark and a few friends formed a company to develop and operate Godfather’s 
Pizza restaurants in the Southeast. With over 70 stores, the company became the largest franchisee 
east of the Mississippi and was taken public in 1983 

Clark began building self-storage properties in 1979, ultimately becoming one of the top 10 
operators in the nation. He currently owns and operates 71 facilities in 11 states with over 40,000 
rental units.

Clark holds the professional designations of CRE (Counselor of Real Estate) given by the American 
Society of Real Estate Counselors, and CCIM (Certified Commercial Investment Member) by the 
Realtors National Marketing Institute. These designations recognize his professional expertise as a 
counselor for real estate, and as a certified specialist in commercial and investment real estate. 

Throughout the 70’s and 80’s, he conducted seminars on the economics of real estate investing, 
speaking before thousands at national conventions, colleges, civic groups and various trade 
organizations in over 20 states and Canada. He served as an instructor on investments for the 
Kansas Association of Realtors, and the Society of Industrial and Office Realtors. For over 5 years he 
was also featured monthly as a syndicated real estate columnist for American City Business 
Journals, published in 36 cities.

He is a past President of the Wichita Metropolitan Area Board of Realtors, and the Kansas Chapter 
of Certified Commercial Investment Members (CCIM). In 1976, he was named the Wichita Realtor 
of the Year. In 1983, the Kansas Association of Realtors presented him with a Distinguished Service 
Award, and in 1985 named him Kansas Realtor of the Year. For over 10 years, he served as a 
National Director for the National Association of Realtors, and on the Board of Directors of the 
Kansas Association of Realtors. 

In 1990, he was instrumental in completing funding for Wichita State University’s Chair of Real 
Estate and Land Use Economics, now an endowed chair named the Stephen L. Clark Chair in Real 
Estate and Land Use Economics. He also personally established a charitable annuity trust for 
endowed real estate research at WSU, as well as the Layman L. Clark CCIM Scholarship, in honor of 
his father, and the Judy Clark Delta Gamma Leadership Award at WSU, in memory of his late wife. 

He is as an Advisory Board Member for both the WSU Barton School of Business and Center for Real 
Estate, a department he was instrumental in helping establish. He previously served as Chairman of 
the WSU Foundation, with assets of $290 million, and Chaired the WSU National Advisory Council. In 
2012, he was appointed by the Kansas Board of Regents to lead the Search Committee for WSU’s 
new President.

In 2000, Clark was named Distinguished Alumnus by the WSU Alumni Association, and also 
delivered the Commencement Address for WSU’s Barton School of Business. In 2001, he was 
honored with the WSU Alumni Achievement Award and, in 2007, received the WSU Board of 
Trustee’s Award for outstanding service to the local community. In 2010, he was presented a Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Kansas CCIM Chapter and WSU Center for Real Estate. For his work in 
support of real estate education, Clark was made an honorary member of Rho Epsilon, the National 
Real Estate Fraternity.

Clark is an alumnus of the Phi Delta Theta Fraternity, an organization with over 160,000 active 
alumni. In 2000, he was recognized as the Wichita State University’s Alumnus of the Year. In 2001, 
the Phi Delta Theta International Fraternity named him the Raymond L. Gardner National Alumnus of 
the Year.

Appointed by the Mayor, he served six years on the Wichita Economic Development Commission, an 
advisory board to the City of Wichita on real estate related matters, as well as several years on the 
Wichita Airport Authority. 

Appointed by the Governor, he served three years on the Kansas Board of Regents. As a Regent, 
Clark was Chairman of the Facilities Committee, responsible for 24 million square feet of 
infrastructure serving the six major state universities in Kansas.

He previously served on the Board of Directors, Executive Committee, and as President of the Greater 
Wichita YMCA; an organization with 165,000 members. He chaired both the Finance Committee and 
the 2011 Capital Campaign, a record fundraising which facilitated $45 million in new projects. In both 
2007 and 2011, he was named the YMCA’s Volunteer of the Year. In 2012, he received the 
Outstanding National Volunteer Fundraiser award from the Association of Fundraising Professionals’ 
Greater Wichita Chapter.

Clark delivered the 2012 Commencement Address for Wichita Collegiate School, one of the region’s 
most respected private, college preparatory institutions.

Clark has served as Director for Central Bank & Trust and Kansas State Bank & Trust. Since 1993 he 
has been a Director for Intrust Bank, the largest locally owned bank in Kansas with $4.5 billion in 
assets.

In 2013, Junior Achievement of Wichita inducted him into the Wichita Business Hall of Fame.

In 2015 he received the Wichita Chamber of Commerce’s highest award, being named as Wichita’s 
2015 Uncommon Citizen.

Clark served as a Captain and fighter pilot in the United States Air Force with a tour of duty in Asia 
and a Top Secret Security Clearance in the late 1960’s. He has accumulated over 5,000 flight hours, 
and holds an ATP (Airline Transport Pilot) Rating and is an aerobatic pilot. 

He and his wife, Becky, have four children and two grandchildren and reside in Wichita.
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Business & Fraternal Affiliations

· Accel Corporation Board Member

· Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association

· Albert Pike Masonic Lodge #303 

· Americans for Prosperity

· American Society of Real Estate Counselors

· Cardinal Ethanol Board Member

· Certified Commercial Investment Member

· Board Member & President of Greater Wichita YMCA

· Institute of Real Estate Management

· Kansas Association of Realtors

· Kansas Ethanol Board Member

· Kansas Policy Institute

· Kansas Real Estate Educators Association

· Midian Shrine Temple 

· National Association of Homebuilders

· National Association of Realtors

· Phi Delta Theta Fraternity

· Realtors National Marketing Institute

· Rho Epsilon, National Real Estate Fraternity

· Urban Land Institute

· Wichita Area Homebuilders Association

· Wichita Consistory of Scottish Rite

· Wichita Country Club

· Wichita Metropolitan Area Board of Realtors

· Wichita State University Alumni Association
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Representative Nonprofit & Professional Organization Involvement:

STEVE CLARK

Greater Wichita YMCA
· Chair of two Capital Campaigns
· Chair of Finance Committee
· President (2012-2013)
· Board of Directors (20+ years) 
· Executive Committee
· Volunteer of the Year award (2007 and 2011)

Wichita State University
· Chair of WSU National Advisory Council
· Chair of WSU Foundation (1998 to 2000)
· Director of WSU Alumni Association (Distinguished Alumni Association 

Achievement Award (2000)
· Established the Stephen L. Clark Chair of Real Estate & 

Land Use Economics 
· Recipient of the Phi Delta Theta national fraternity Raymond L. Gardner 

National “Phi of the Year” award (2001)
· Commencement Address Keynote (2000)
· Chair of Presidential Search Committee (2012)

Additional Public Service and Professional Organization 
Membership:

· Kansas Board of Regents – Chair, Facilities Committee (1999 to 2002)
· Albert Pike Masonic Lodge #303
· Midian Shrine Temple
· Urban Land Institute
· Wichita Area Homebuilders Association (40+ years)
· Wichita Economic Development Commission
· Wichita Airport Authority at appointment of Mayor
· Honorary member of Rho Epsilon, the National Real Estate Fraternity
· Central Bank and Trust Board Member
· The Kansas State Bank & Trust Board Member
· Intrust Bank of Wichita Board Member
· Wichita & National Association of Realtors – President & National Director 
· Wichita Collegiate School Commencement Address (2012)
· Served as Captain and fighter pilot in the United States Air Force with a 

tour of duty in Asia in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s
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